
State of New York 
County of Fulton 
Town of Caroga 
 
Minutes of a special Caroga Town Board meeting held Sunday February 24, 2008 at the municipal 
building located at 1840 State Highway #10 at 4:00 pm with the following persons in attendance by 
Roll Call: 
 
Supervisor Gary Gifford Sr.       - Here 
Councilman Ralph Palcovic      - Here 
Councilman Robert Sprung       - Here 
Council Member Valerie Scribner  - Absent 
Councilman Robert Sullivan        - Here 
 
Supervisor Gifford called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm.  The clerk told the board that notices were 
posted on the front door of Grooms General Store and at Vrooman’s Hotel prior to the meeting.  One 
person did call the municipal offices to ask what the meeting was about. 
 
At 4:01pm Councilman Sprung made a motion to enter into an executive session to discuss the Herms 
litigation.  Councilman Sullivan seconded the motion. 
 
At 4:05 pm Councilman Palcovic made a motion to exit from the executive session.  Councilman 
Sprung seconded the motion.   
 
As a result of the executive session the following resolution was made. 
 
RESOLUTION to withdraw pending litigation against Joseph Herms                 #2008-019                                                 
 
Offered by Councilman Sprung   Seconded by Palcovic 
 
WHEREAS, the Caroga Town Board held a special emergency meeting on Sunday February 24, 2008 
and 
 
WHEREAS, on the advise of the Town Attorney Edward F. Skoda the board discussed the matter 
which is still pending before Justice James Subik in Caroga Town Court against Joseph Herms for a 
violation of the local zoning ordinance, and 
 
WHEREAS, the reason for withdrawing said litigation is due to the untimely death of Richard P 
Rubinstein now therefore be it  
 
RESOLVED, that the Caroga Town Board does hereby move to withdraw the pending litigation 
against Joseph Herm in the matter before Justice James Subik in the Town of Caroga. 
 
Adopted by the following vote: 
 
Supervisor Gifford            - nay    
Councilman Palcovic         - aye 
Councilman Sprung           - aye    
Councilman Sullivan         - aye 
 
Supervisor Gifford noted that the reason he voted no on the resolution was that he had no direct contact 
with either attorney.  He understands the need for urgency of some issues of town business but prefers 



to have special emergency meetings only when it involves the health, safety, and welfare of the Town 
of Caroga.  He appreciated the efforts of Deputy Supervisor Palcovic for calling the meeting.  
Councilman Palcovic noted that Councilman Sprung made the follow up phone calls in this urgent 
matter, as the court case will resume on Monday February 25, 2008.  Supervisor Gifford noted the 
communication gap.   
 
At 4:10 pm Councilman Sprung made a motion to adjourn the motion was seconded by Councilman 
Palcovic.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Linda M. Gilbert - RMC 
Caroga Town Clerk  


